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Feeling, seeing and grasping: A tactile model of the Roman Fort Saalburg 

 
The Saalburg, a fort in Roman times with a camp village on the border of the Roman Empire with the 
Germanic tribal areas, was rebuilt around 1900 on the initiative of Kaiser Wilhelm II. The site, unique in 
the world, has had the status of UNESCO World Heritage Site since 2005. 
You can see the complete fortification with buildings made of stone, wood and reconstructed baking ovens. 
Staged rooms, models and archaeological finds make the living and working environment of the soldiers 
and the population in the village outside the gates come vividly alive. A tour of the Saalburg provides 
visitors with good insight into the history, culture and way of life of the Romans. 
 
The fundraising project called "Feel, See and Grasp: A tactile model of the Saalburg Roman fort" is a 
tactile model for blind and sighted people. It aims to show the basic structure and architecture of the Roman 
fort on the Saalburg Pass near Bad Homburg v.d.H.. Exemplary for all Roman forts along the Limes, the 
special characteristics of such complexes and their significance for the history of architecture can be ex-
perienced directly with the senses. 
 
Keys as a defining dimension 
 
The outer boundary of the model takes the characteristic shape of the floor plan in the form of a playing 
card,. providing a first overview of the Saalburg The scale and the resulting object size, the height of the 
installation and the receding base are constructed on ergometric considerations. 
They allow barrier-free access to the model. The orientation towards touch requires a clear reduction of 
the represented architecture while simultaneously exaggerating the small-scale aspects so that they are 
perceptible to the fingers. What sighted people perceive only as different roughness is the central distin-
guishing feature for blind people. On the model, the ground, ditches and architecture are differentiated 
according to roughness. 
 
Bronze as a material 
 
Bronze is not only good in terms of tactility; it also plays a prominent role in ancient art, crafts and technol-
ogy. Information and honorary plaques in the reconstructed fort were also made in bronze. At the planned 
location of the model in front of the main gate of Saalburg Castle, the bronze material provides an initial 
point of contact, for example, with the well-known statue of the emperor that greets visitors and thus offers 
an easy introduction to the world of the Romans. 
Bronze appears differently depending on the manufacturing process and composition. Different weather-
ing influences give the bronze model a distinctive and valuable appearance, whose patina reflects the 
atmosphere of the historical site. 
 
Legend and caption 
 
On the legend outside the tactile model, explanations of the architecture are compiled, combining pictorial 
representations with voice descriptions. The architecture is depicted in a schematic flat ground plan and 
the different buildings are labeled in Braille. 
 
A new approach to communication 
 
The tactile model opens up new possibilities for the didactic mediation work of the Saalburg. The museum's 
educational work follows the principle of didactic mediation for all population groups. Therefore, numerous 
target group specific offers are already available. Of central importance for the accessibility of the muse-
ums and their contents is the greatest possible accessibility.  
The bronze tactile model will provide new access to the central content of the museum's work not only for 
the blind and visually impaired, but also for the sighted. For all target groups, it will be the ideal starting 
point for guided tours through the Roman fort and offer individual visitors a welcome first point of contact 
and orientation. 
 


